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Synopsis

Sams Teach Yourself SQL in 10 Minutes has established itself as the gold standard for introductory
SQL books, offering a fast-paced accessible tutorial to the major themes and techniques involved in
applying the SQL language. FortaA;s examples are clear and his writing style is crisp and concise.
As with earlier editions, this revision includes coverage of current versions of all major commercial
SQL platforms. New this time around is coverage of MySQL, and PostgreSQL. All examples have
been tested against each SQL platform, with incompatibilities or platform distinctives called out and

explained.
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Customer Reviews

Ben Forta has done a great job distilling the most pertinent basic SQL concepts into simple, easy to
read form. Befitting its "10 minute" moniker, this is a wonderful book for new SQL programmers. But
it's also subtly different in a way that will particularly suit folks coming into SQL for the first time as
part of their involvement in using web database development tools such as ColdFusion and Active
Server Pages.One one level, any new SQL programmer using any DBMS will appreciate the easily
digested coverage of the fundamental query and update basics. The books is well-written, an easy
read, and goes beyond those basics without going too far.Even moderately experienced readers will
be well-served by the clear, simple discussions of important topics (like data manipulation and
aggregating functions, grouping data, subqueries, views, etc) that can be easily forgotten, as well as

other topics (such as using transactions, constraints, triggers, etc.) that can get lost in wading



through other more voluminous tomes. Ben presents a very nice balance of fundamental topics.But
there’s more to this book than being a simple intro to SQL. That audience of web db developers is
an exploding one, and they bring some unique needs for which Ben provides a valuable
perspective. Most SQL books have some DBMS-specific bias, despite SQL’s purpose as a tool for
accessing any kind of database in a consistent manner. Web application development environments
like ASP and CF are also similarly database-agnostic. There are subtle points about using SQL in
such environments that are different from using it, say, in a query builder or in a client/server

environment.
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